Visual Argument Analysis
In analyzing a visual, consider the following features and issues:
Font
·  How much is displayed in words and how much in images?

·  What types of font are included?  Are the fonts supposed to make us feel a certain way?
·  Are there differences in the font?  If so, remember that consistent patterns of type indicate relationships among words.

Layout

·  Are images separated from each other?  Or connected?

·  Are the images large in proportion to the text?

Color

·  If there is color, how is it used to affect viewers emotionally and imaginatively?

· Is there a mixture of colors that should remind us of an era, a country, etc.?

Settings, Props

·  Is the photo/drawing an outdoor or indoor scene?

·  What is the background, foreground?  Why?
·  What furnishing and props are there?  Why?
·  What social associations are attached to the props there?  (VW van with hippies, etc.)

·  Look at clothing, objects, shadows, or any small detail that has been drawn.  What is its significance?  How does it relate to the topic?

Characters/Actions

·  Does the photo/drawing tell a story?

·  Are the people in the scene models?  Important people?  Are they acting out real-life roles or are they decorative (included for sex appeal or visual appeal)?

·  What are the facial expressions, gestures, poses?

·  What are the spatial relationships of the figures?  Who is in the front, back, center?  Who is large?  Small?

·  What social relationships are indicated by these poses and positions?

Narrative

· What is the story that is being told in the visual?  What is happening?
·  What had to have happened before this point?  What does the artist suggest will happen next?

·  Does the artist tell the whole story?  If not, what part(s) does he/she leave out?

·  Is it a “fair” way to tell the story? Or is part of the story being left out?
Audience

·  Who is the audience for this cartoon?

·  What does the audience already have to know about the situation to understand the visual?

·  Who might the visual offend?  Who might the visual affect?

Purpose

·  Thinking of the purposes we have discussed for any type of writing, what is the main purpose for the visual?

Building of Emotion
·  How does the artist appeal to the emotions or imaginations of the audience?

·  How are our emotions swayed by the choice of photos/illustrations, color, font, layout, etc.?  

Message/Position of the Artist
·  What is the artist’s position?

·  How does the artist convey this message?

·  What words does the artist use?  What words does he/she emphasize?  What words does he/she leave out?

Juxtaposition

Juxtaposition literally means to place two items side by side to emphasize a point.

·  It can emphasize relationships between them.

·  It can emphasize causal relationships (one caused the other).

·  It can emphasize sequential relationships (one happened before the other).

·  It can emphasize a metaphor (bath soap with a waterfall or vanilla)

·  It can show a contrast or comparison---in size, importance, effect, attitude

Is there any juxtaposition between settings, scenes, people, actions, body postures, etc., that reveal something important?
Exaggeration

·  Is there exaggeration used for the characters? in the size of items? in the wording? in the perspective?  If yes, why?


In analyzing a political cartoon, there are two very important features that are especially unique to cartoons:

1. You need to know the issue/topic discussed in the cartoon

2. You need to recognize the people drawn in the cartoon.  Many times these people are drawn in caricature.  (Caricature= a picture, description, etc., ludicrously exaggerating the peculiarities or defects of persons or things)  If so, what features of the people are exaggerated?
